


“This fund is about women coming together 

as advocates of philanthropy, pooling their 

resources and investing in the future of women 

and children in our community.”   

		       Peggy Lawlor, Fund Co-Founder

Women 
      helping 
 Women

“Like many immigrants who come to America

looking for the American dream, I am proud to

say that my dreams came true. Thanks to 

the Waterbury Youth Services’ POWER SSD 

(People Off Welfare Earning Resources Support 

Self Determination) Program, I learned how 

to manage my own day care business, and 

received my license to become a foster mother. 

I broke the chain of relying on assistance to 

support my family.”					   

     		       Felicia Diaz

		        Owner, First Steps Day Care

		        Graduate, POWER SSD Program

Women on a Mission
The Women’s Initiative Fund awards grants to area 
nonprofits that focus on education, economic oppor-
tunity, social services, and health care for women and 
their children. Remaining true to our mission, the 
fund identifies and supports effective organizations 
that target these priorities.

Be a Part of Something Bigger
When you contribute to the Women’s Initiative 
Fund, your money has more giving power to effect 
change for women and children in our community. 
As a permanent fund of the Connecticut Community 
Foundation, your dollars are invested as part of a total 
endowment of more than $50 million that will remain 
and continue to grow year after year.

Who We Have Helped 
Grants from the Women’s Initiative Fund have provided 
financial assistance to an ever-growing list of programs 
and services that reach underserved women and children 
who are ready to take the next step to improve their 
lives. Some of the grantees include:

     Waterbury Youth Service System, Inc.

     Saint Mary’s Hospital StayWell Health Center 

     Family Services of Greater Waterbury 
       Steps to Success

     The Northwest Regional Workforce 
       Investment Board 

     Mt. Olive AME Zion Senior Citizens Center 

     American Red Cross 

How You Can Participate
We invite you to join women in our community who 
are committed to improving the lives of women and 
children in Greater Waterbury and the Litchfield Hills.

Join Our Giving Circle
Your gift builds a permanent resource that helps 
women and children now and for years to come. 
Your support provides important funding to:

     • Prepare and certify women for better 
        employment opportunities

     • Help women establish their own small business 

     • Provide health and nutrition education for 
        children and women

     • Offer competitive grants to the most effective 
        nonprofit organizations that directly benefit 
        women in our community

Give Your Time
Supporters of the Women’s Initiative Fund come 
together to learn about issues affecting the community 
from outstanding women leaders, to host informal 
gatherings, and to engage volunteers in supporting the 
goals of the Women’s Initiative Fund.  

Your thoughts are welcome and your time is valued. 
Call us with an idea or join one of our very active 
committees in community outreach, event planning, 
and grant reviews.

Contact Us
For more information, please give us a call at 
203-753-1315 or e-mail us at women@conncf.org.
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