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2012 Grant Guidelines

c/o Connecticut Community Foundation
43 Field Street
Waterbury, CT 06702

203-753-1315 ~ fax 203-756-3054
www.conncf.org
Vision
 Harold and Ruth Ann Leever established The Leever Foundation to support projects 
that make a fundamental difference in people's lives.
************************

Mission
Creating opportunities for people, especially children, in greater Waterbury to fulfill their potential and become productive members of society. 

We will accomplish our mission by emphasizing:
· Multi-year projects 

· Active involvement in project planning and management with funded agencies

· Collaboration with other funders

· Initiatives that are privately funded 

· Accountability with measurable outcomes

Focus Areas

· Early Childhood education and development

· Youth education and development

· Arts, especially for children

Administration

Administrative services are provided by the Connecticut Community Foundation, a community foundation serving twenty one communities in Greater Waterbury and Northwest Connecticut.  
Eligible applicants

· The applicant is either a public institution or a private tax‑exempt organization under Sections 501(c) (3) or 501(c) (4) of the Internal Revenue Code.  

· Political, lobbying or religious activities are ineligible.  Religiously affiliated organizations may propose nonsectarian projects.

· The applicant must have a minimum six-member board, representative of the community, of which a majority is neither employees nor relatives of employees.

Types of Grants
Partnership Projects

The Leever Foundation is a community catalyst convening and coordinating resources, introducing new proven programs and providing both funding and knowledge to achieve sustained impact.  

The Leever Foundation’s priority is to partner with local nonprofits to design and implement efforts in its priority focus areas that bring long term sustained benefits to children and youth in Greater Waterbury.  The Foundation’s Board is an active partner in these efforts working with community agencies to assess alternative delivery options, convene other  partners, develop outcomes and seek sustaining support.  Given the Foundation’s multi year commitment of both dollars and time, it is anticipated that only a limited number of Partnership Projects will be supported.  

Specifically, The Leever Foundation seeks long term, sustained community benefit by:   

· Providing multi year funding to projects to achieve their stated outcomes 

· Being actively involved in project planning and management with funded agencies

· Funding collaboratively with other funders when possible

· Giving priority to initiatives that are locally designed and privately supported 

· Seeking accountability with measurable outcomes

The Foundation will actively seek potential projects by monitoring needs in the community, conferring with other funders and meeting with nonprofits and community leaders.  If your organization seeks to propose a major project having significant impact and addressing one or more of the three focus areas of funding, please submit a 1-2 page concept paper.   
Competitive grants
The Leever Foundation will consider one year requests generally up to $15,000 for new or expanded programs serving residents of the Greater Waterbury area in the following priority areas:  

· Early childhood education and development
· Youth education and development

· Arts, especially for children

In reviewing requests, the Foundation gives priority to:

· Programs over capital or equipment.  Grants for endowment are specifically prohibited.
· Locally based organizations with a strong history of collaboration and a track record of achievement

· Projects leveraging other dollars with clear, well thought out work plans, experienced staff 

· Projects that are preventive in nature offering children and youth supports and services to achieve their potential  

· Projects with quantifiable, reasonable benchmarks and plans for continuation
· Efforts that build upon locally developed plans, collaborative efforts or evidence based practice
Competitive Grantmaking Process 
The first step is to contact The Leever Foundation to determine the appropriateness of the grant request.  The Foundation has adopted the universal grant application process utilized by Connecticut Community Foundation.  The letter of inquiry is available at www.conncf.org.  The initial letter is reviewed by the Board who determines whether a full application will be considered.  The Board’s willingness to consider a grant request should in no way be construed as preliminary approval of the grant request.  The request is reviewed at the next Foundation meeting.   
The Leever Foundation will review grant requests twice in 2012 with the following deadlines:   
	Letter of inquiry
	Deadline


	January 13, 2012
	February 17, 2012

	September 14, 2012
	October 19, 2012


Contact:  
Carol P. O’Donnell
Connecticut Community Foundation

43 Field Street

Waterbury, CT 06702

(203)753-1315/203-756-3054 (fax)

codonnell@conncf.org/www.conncf.org
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